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There are times in life when change is thrust wgmnwithout your consent and other times when
you must choose to make a difficult decision theltars in a multitude of change for everyone invidlve
Laura, Emily, and | have experienced both such tsvatarting on July 4th. This newsletter is lonipan
usual because of the gravity of these situatiomplease read it through completeljhese two events
may shock you, but God was not surprised by ebher He is the sovereign God who holds us throug
some of life's storms as well as invites us to welk Him into other storms. | welcome your pharadis
or emails if you want to talk to us personally abeither of these events

On July 4, 2007 we received the news that my lerptbavid, took his |
own life. To have a brother snatched away in atamt is a pain | would nev
wish on anyone. It is compounded further by thadyquestions. Why did
he not believe us when the family told him of Goalslity to heal the pain of
his past mistakes? Why did he pull away from nedshe family? Why
would he do such a thing on our mom’s birthday? B&keve he had a savin e
relationship with Jesus, but why could he not felldim into a fulfilled and fully healed Ilfe’? I@z like |
received some answers as | helped work througpdrsonal affects. | found books and tapes covering
spiritual growth, breaking free from spiritual bawg, and self help topics. Along side these tobls
personal growth were pink slips, blank job applmas and mounting bills. On some level | think 2av
simply grew weary of fighting his demons. (He dabkin the occult, so | mean that literally!) helaks
my heart that he did nogally knowour God; the Great Lord of mighty angelic armies.

I loved my brother David, but after getting marrig@alized | had a false sense of responsibility
and guilt for his situation. | stopped trying te him and his problems and gave him over to Gbldved
him as best | could, told him of God’s power tolhaad prayed that God would bring someone into his
life to whom he would listen. What happened td firayer? Did God send someone that David pushe
away? Did God call someone to go and they refusBua® evening of July 4th | was talking to God abot
this, but God did not answer my questions. Insteadquestion went blazing through my mind, “Will
you stand in the gap for someone else?”

David put up many walls to keep people out. Wdhkstory have ended differently if someone
broke through those walls? | don’t know. | do knlbam willing to be a wall breaker for someoneecels
who is hurting. This doesn’t come naturally to fnet by God’s grace | will stand in the gap to brthe
healing love of God to other

In these last few weeks | have been meditatintherife of Philip in the book of Acts. Specifital
| have been taking strength from how God led himwma desert road to the Ethiopian Eunuch. In the
beginning of Acts chapter 8 we see Philip in aatirministry. Miracles were being performed andpbe
were getting saved. Things were so good that Isalys in verse 8, “So there was much joy in thagt cit




In verse 26 God pulls Philip out of that city ameshds him down a desert road with no explanatioe W
know the glorious end of the story, but what was thansition like? Did the people of the citylfee
abandoned or did they let him go joyfully becauseytrealized God was at work? How did Philip feel?
Was he confused by God’s command? What was hkinigias he walked that road? God doesn’t give
us any of these answers because He was driving tafact that we must faithfully proclaim the Gekp
wherever He places us!

We just finished the process of transferringrfloroadcast ministry with SEND in Alaska to joi
a church planting team with SEND in Ukraine. Ties the hardest decision we have made as a famifg.
Laura and | love the people of Alaska. We love tbad is doing in Alaska and count it a privilege t
have helped start the ball rolling on the expansioradio into remote villages. We knew God called
to Alaska, but we also knew that it would not beddifetime. God has been growing my desire &xle
and to be more directly involved in ministry. Fde&now this decision wa$
made after much prayer and it went through propannels of leadership tp
ensure it truly was God'’s leading.

If you remember, in May | went on a short term teag trip to
Ukraine with Dave Tucker (SEND’s Short Term Missddirector). | went
for two reasons: 1) | wanted final confirmatiomatheaching was one of my
spiritual gifts. | have been receiving affirmatimnthis direction for over
seven years as | taught in different situationseDia a gifted teacher and |
knew working with him in a class room setting wobklan invaluable experience. 2) | wanted tornetu
to the former Soviet Union. | was in Russia fare year mission’s trip in 1996, and my heart fase
people has not changed over the years. | wantseedf God would have us serve there at some poin
the future. At the end of that trip | knew thewaswas “yes” to both of those questions. Upon my
return, Laura and | made plans to return to Aldskanother term, get my master’s degree, anditrans
to Ukraine in four years. This seemed to be thst tmute to take so we submitted this idea to SEND
leadership. We did not make this public becaus¢hweght it was years away. However, God
intervened to show us His plan.

It started when in one week’s time three peopl&knav asked,
“are you sure God wants you to go back to AlaskaPhese questions
# did not change our mind, but it made us realizévleahad not asked
God if we should returnWe started to pray specifically about this and
had the SEND Personnel Committee start prayingedis v couple of
\ weeks later Phil Baur, SEND Alaska’s Area Directalled us. The

- N o= Alaska Field Council discussed our initial propcsadl wanted to make
The street outside Dary| s apartme sure God was calling us back to Alaska. They #ag would love to

in Magadan, Russia 1996. | have us back, but wanted us to be sure we folld@@dls lead. Phil

Baur said that if we felt called to Ukraine nottorry because the new
NLN President would take over the expansion aneéd‘Gas several people coming up for broadcasting.
He will take care of us.” (Just a few months apd Ras adamant about our return.) | was blessed a
impressed by our leaders’ faith in God. Howeves,did not instantly change our minds. It did cause
to throw out our assumptions, and bring in morg/@ravarriors including our two official sending
churches. As we prayed about it God clearly imggdaupon us to take the next step now despite fany
our hesitations or fears.

We then brainstormed this decision with SEND leskigrat SEND’s Annual Family Conference
from July 22-28. We spoke with the Area Directors for the U.9askan, and Ukrainian fields as well
as the Personnel Director. Through this procdssaplan was devised: transfer to Ukraine nomd a
look into pursuing a Master’s degree some timer ddteguage school. We then brought this plan to ou
two official sending churches to get their conssamd to ensure they did not see any red flags. Dbéy
approved. We then notified the rest of our supgrertor their prayers and input. SEND’s Personnel
Committee met on August 10 They pulled together paperwork and church inphey interviewed us,
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Praise God for:

His guidance
His comfort in grief

All of our supporters.
They're the best :-).

Ask God for:
Provision
Preparation

A December
departure.

Comfort for all of
Daryl’s family.

Wisdom and guidance
during this time of
transition.

The spiritual backbone of the
Ukrainian Church...praying
grandmothers.

For more information go
to www.send.org and click
the country link

for Ukraine.

If you desire
to support us please

mail the pledge card to:

SEND International
P.O. Box 513
Farmington, Ml 48332

and prayerfully considered God'’s leading. Theyrumausly approved the
transfer.

This was a turbulent process to go through, buiden the other side |
can see God’s hand. Laura and | have a lot to |t we can truly see how
everything has been preparing us for this next siéps whole experience is
yet another example of the truth of our life veReverbs 3:5-6.

Here are the answers to a few questions you magkiag yourself.

What will you do in Ukraine? Our first goal is to complete two years
of language school so we can have an effectivestmni We will then have
two years of ministry before our next home-servite Ukraine, teams of
SEND missionaries are assigned to work in partmgsshh local Ukrainian
Churches in their church planting
endeavors. As part of one of these teans, T
look forward to assisting this church in
evangelism (possibly using TESL), and
teaching in various situations, such as
Sunday schools, Bible studies, discipleship,
and maybe a Bible school class or
two! Laura will be a wife, mom, home
school teacher, and any other ministry she
desires (she loves discipleship).

What language will you learn?Ukrainian is the official language.
However, the country is split between Russian akiidian speakers. The
field leadership will determine which language warh based on the area
where we will be serving. Both Laura and | woudgld to learn Russian. The
reality is we will focus on one but pick up the etlibecause they are both
used.

What does this change do to your support?t decreases the amount
we need in monthly pledges but greatly increasesieed for special gifts to
cover our move to a new field of service. | widle concrete numbers in our
next newsletter. However, | can tell you that wi still need about $600 a
month in new pledged support and a minimum of $A%t0 cover our move,
language school, setting up our new home, etc...

When do you plan on departing for Ukraine? God willing, we will
leave at the beginning of December in order tosgéted in for language
school’s start date of January 8, 2008. If ouafficial needs are not met in
time we will have to wait until the next school sies in September 2008.

Do | need to do anything differently if | want to support you? Yes
and No. The transition will be seamless withintmission. Current
supporters do NOT need to re-sign up. There iscbhaege] ask that you
discard any old pledge cards you have and useetweone which we’ve
enclosed. Please use this form for monthly ple@dgels/ or for gifts to cover
our move to Ukraine. The back of this pledge falso makes it easy to sign
up for EFT if you wish.

What if I have more questions?Please contact us! {309- 338-2995,
livefreeromans8@yahoo.comj}.

In March we asked God to give us problems that belcould solve.
God has really shown us that He loves to answepitager. A December
departure is certainly a God sized goal. We'll sbat He does!




