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 On July 4, 2007 we received the news that my brother, David, took his 
own life.  To have a brother snatched away in an instant is a pain I would never 
wish on anyone.  It is compounded further by the “why” questions.  Why did 
he not believe us when the family told him of God’s ability to heal the pain of 
his past mistakes?  Why did he pull away from most of the family?  Why 
would he do such a thing on our mom’s birthday?  We believe he had a saving 
relationship with Jesus, but why could he not follow Him into a fulfilled and fully healed life?  I feel like I 
received some answers as I helped work through his personal affects.  I found books and tapes covering 
spiritual growth, breaking free from spiritual bondage, and self help topics.  Along side these tools of 
personal growth were pink slips, blank job applications and mounting bills.  On some level I think David 
simply grew weary of fighting his demons.  (He dabbled in the occult, so I mean that literally!)  It breaks 
my heart that he did not really know our God;  the Great Lord of mighty angelic armies.   
 I loved my brother David, but after getting married I realized I had a false sense of responsibility 
and guilt for his situation.  I stopped trying to fix him and his problems and gave him over to God.  I loved 
him as best I could, told him of God’s power to heal, and prayed that God would bring someone into his 
life to whom he would listen.  What happened to that prayer?  Did God send someone that David pushed 
away?  Did God call someone to go and they refused?  The evening of July 4th I was talking to God about 
this, but God did not answer my questions.  Instead this question went blazing through my mind,  “Will 
you stand in the gap for someone else?” 
 David put up many walls to keep people out.  Would the story have ended differently if someone 
broke through those walls?  I don’t know.  I do know I am willing to be a wall breaker for someone else 
who is hurting.  This doesn’t come naturally to me, but by God’s grace I will stand in the gap to bring the 
healing love of God to others. 

� � � � � � � � � 	 	 � 
 � � 
 � � � � ����

������������	��
�	������
��������������������	��
�	������
��������������������	��
�	������
��������������������	��
�	������
��������� ���

�����������	 ����

��� � � �� �� �� � ���� � � � �� � � �� � � �� � � � ���� � � �� � �� � �� � � ���� � � � � �� � � � �� � � � �� � � � � ���� � �� �� �� � ���� � � �� � �� � �� � � � �� �� �� � � 
 � � � � �� 
 � � � � �� 
 � � � � �� 
 � � � � � � �� �� �� � ���� � ����

 There are times in life when change is thrust upon you without your consent and other times when 
you must choose to make a difficult decision that ushers in a multitude of change for everyone involved.  
Laura, Emily, and I have experienced both such events starting on July 4th.  This newsletter is longer than 
usual because of the gravity of these situations, so please read it through completely.  These two events 
may shock you, but God was not surprised by either one.  He is the sovereign God who holds us through 
some of life's storms as well as invites us to walk with Him into other storms.  I welcome your phone calls 
or emails if you want to talk to us personally about either of these events  
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 In these last few weeks I have been meditating on the life of Philip in the book of Acts.  Specifically, 
I have been taking strength from how God led him down a desert road to the Ethiopian Eunuch.  In the 
beginning of Acts chapter 8 we see Philip in a vibrant ministry.  Miracles were being performed and people 
were getting saved.  Things were so good that Luke says in verse 8, “So there was much joy in that city”.       
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In verse 26 God pulls Philip out of that city and sends him down a desert road with no explanation.  We 
know the glorious end of the story, but what was that transition like?  Did the people of the city feel 
abandoned or did they let him go joyfully because they realized God was at work?  How did Philip feel?  
Was he confused by God’s command?  What was he thinking as he walked that road?  God doesn’t give 
us any of these answers because He was driving home the fact that we must faithfully proclaim the Gospel 
wherever He places us! 
   We just finished the process of transferring from broadcast ministry with SEND in Alaska to join 
a church planting team with SEND in Ukraine.  This was the hardest decision we have made as a family.  
Laura and I love the people of Alaska.  We love what God is doing in Alaska and count it a privilege to 
have helped start the ball rolling on the expansion of radio into remote villages.  We knew God called us 
to Alaska, but we also knew that it would not be for a lifetime.  God has been growing my desire to teach 
and to be more directly involved in ministry.  Please know this decision was 
made after much prayer and it went through proper channels of leadership to 
ensure it truly was God’s leading.   

If you remember, in May I went on a short term teaching trip to 
Ukraine with Dave Tucker (SEND’s Short Term Missions Director).  I went 
for two reasons:  1) I wanted final confirmation that teaching was one of my 
spiritual gifts.  I have been receiving affirmation in this direction for over 
seven years as I taught in different situations. Dave is a gifted teacher and I 
knew working with him in a class room setting would be an invaluable experience.  2)  I wanted to return 
to the former Soviet Union.  I was in Russia for a one year mission’s trip in 1996, and my heart for these 
people has not changed over the years.  I wanted to see if God would have us serve there at some point in 
the future.  At the end of that trip I knew the answer was “yes” to both of those questions.  Upon my 
return, Laura and I made plans to return to Alaska for another term, get my master’s degree, and transition 
to Ukraine in four years.  This seemed to be the best route to take so we submitted this idea to SEND 
leadership.  We did not make this public because we thought it was years away.  However, God 
intervened to show us His plan. 

 It started when in one week’s time three people we know asked, 
“are you sure God wants you to go back to Alaska?”.   These questions 
did not change our mind, but it made us realize that we had not asked 
God if we should return.  We started to pray specifically about this and 
had the SEND Personnel Committee start praying as well.  A couple of 
weeks later Phil Baur, SEND Alaska’s Area Director, called us.  The 
Alaska Field Council discussed our initial proposal and wanted to make 
sure God was calling us back to Alaska.  They said they would love to 
have us back, but wanted us to be sure we followed God’s lead.  Phil 
Baur said that if we felt called to Ukraine not to worry because the new 

NLN President would take over the expansion and  “God has several people coming up for broadcasting.  
He will take care of us.”  (Just a few months ago Phil was adamant about our return.)  I was blessed and 
impressed by our leaders’ faith in God.  However, we did not instantly change our minds.  It did cause us 
to throw out our assumptions, and bring in more prayer warriors including our two official sending 
churches.  As we prayed about it God clearly impressed upon us to take the next step now despite any of 
our hesitations or fears.   

We then brainstormed this decision with SEND leadership at SEND’s Annual Family Conference 
from July 22-26th.  We spoke with the Area Directors for the U.S., Alaskan, and Ukrainian fields as well 
as the Personnel Director.  Through this process a final plan was devised:  transfer to Ukraine now, and 
look into pursuing a Master’s degree some time after language school.  We then brought this plan to our 
two official sending churches to get their consent and to ensure they did not see any red flags.  They both 
approved.  We then notified the rest of our supporters for their prayers and input.  SEND’s Personnel 
Committee met on August 10th .  They pulled together paperwork and  church input. They interviewed us, 

The street outside Daryl’s apartment 
in Magadan, Russia 1996. 
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If you desire 
to support us please 
mail the pledge card to:   
SEND International 
P.O. Box 513  
Farmington, MI  48332 

For more information go 
to www.send.org and click 
the country link 
for Ukraine.  

and prayerfully considered God’s leading.  They unanimously approved the 
transfer.       

This was a turbulent process to go through, but being on the other side I 
can see God’s hand.  Laura and I have a lot to learn, but we can truly see how 
everything has been preparing us for this next step.  This whole experience is 
yet another example of the truth of our life verse, Proverbs 3:5-6. 
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Here are the answers to a few questions you may be asking yourself.  
 What will you do in Ukraine?  Our first goal is to complete two years 
of language school so we can have an effective ministry.  We will then have 
two years of ministry before our next home-service.  In Ukraine, teams of 
SEND missionaries are assigned to work in partnership with local Ukrainian 
Churches in their church planting 
endeavors.  As part of one of these teams, I 
look forward to assisting this church in 
evangelism (possibly using TESL), and 
teaching in various situations, such as 
Sunday schools, Bible studies, discipleship, 
and maybe a Bible school class or 
two!  Laura will be a wife, mom, home 
school teacher, and any other ministry she 
desires (she loves discipleship).  
 What language will you learn? Ukrainian is the official language.  
However, the country is split between Russian and Ukrainian speakers.  The 
field leadership will determine which language we learn based on the area 
where we will be serving.  Both Laura and I would love to learn Russian.  The 
reality is we will focus on one but pick up the other because they are both 
used.   
 What does this change do to your support?  It decreases the amount 
we need in monthly pledges but greatly increases our need for special gifts to 
cover our move to a new field of service.  I will have concrete numbers in our 
next newsletter.  However, I can tell you that we will still need about $600 a 
month in new pledged support and a minimum of $25,000 to cover our move, 
language school, setting up our new home, etc… 
 When do you plan on departing for Ukraine?  God willing, we will 
leave at the beginning of December in order to get settled in for language 
school’s start date of January 8, 2008.  If our financial needs are not met in 
time we will have to wait until the next school session in September 2008. 
 Do I need to do anything differently if I want to support you?  Yes 
and No.  The transition will be seamless within the mission.  Current 
supporters do NOT need to re-sign up.  There is one change, I ask that you 
discard any old pledge cards you have and use the new one which we’ve 
enclosed.  Please use this form for monthly pledges and / or for gifts to cover 
our move to Ukraine.  The back of this pledge form also makes it easy to sign 
up for EFT if you wish. 
 What if I have more questions?  Please contact us! {309- 338-2995, 
livefreeromans8@yahoo.com}.    
 In March we asked God to give us problems that only he could solve.  
God has really shown us that He loves to answer that prayer.  A December 
departure is certainly a God sized goal.  We’ll see what He does! 

The spiritual backbone of the 
Ukrainian Church...praying 

grandmothers. 

Praise God for:  

His guidance 

His comfort in grief 

All of our supporters.  
They’re the best :-). 

 

Ask God for: 

Provision 

Preparation 

A December 
departure. 

Comfort for all of 
Daryl’s family. 

Wisdom and guidance 
during this time of 
transition. 
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